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Sheffield, 8-9th September 

The UK's favourite junior team orienteering competition, for M/W12 - M/W18, returns with the usual mixture 

of challenge and fun.  The 6-leg relay, starting in the dark and finishing at breakfast sees the leading teams 

racing head to head for the prestigious Peter Palmer Trophy alongside novice orienteers enjoying the 

challenge and comradery. Eligible teams can also compete for the Joan George Trophy and Norwich 

trophy. 

New for 2018 is the 4-leg DayBreak Relay starting at sunrise and with technically easier courses to suit 

smaller clubs or less experienced second or third teams in bigger clubs. 

In addition to receiving the trophy, the winners of the Peter Palmer Relay will also receive FREE team entry 

and accommodation to the 10 Mila Ungdomskavlen Relay 2019 - this prestigious prize will be personally 

presented by Göran Reinholdsson, of the Tio Mila central organising team. Victor Lundmark of Skogssport 

will also be attending. 

Tankersley Wood is an ideal location with a wealth of detail and a well-defined path network providing 

orienteering challenges to suit all levels of experience.  With compact looping courses passing through the 

arena 16 times during the race and a commentary team describing the action, we expect action-packed 

races for competitors and spectators alike, whilst offering reassurance for novices that they’re never too far 

from the finish.     

This years’ event promises to be very exciting, with 21 Peter Palmer and 5 DayBreak teams competing. I 

look forward to welcoming you this weekend, and hope everyone has an enjoyable time. 

Jacky Dakin, PPJTR 2018 Organiser   
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South Yorkshire Orienteers’  

Peter Palmer Relays Weekend 2018 

2018 

Visit the Peter Palmers SYO Event Page for Results, Photos etc. after the event 

www.southyorkshireorienteers.org.uk/events/event/704-peter-palmer-relays 

 

https://10mila.se/index.php/en/
http://www.svenskorientering.se/InEnglish/
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12:30-15:30 Endcliffe Park Orienteering Event, S11 7AB 
16:00-19:00 Opportunity for map walk in Parkin Wood (adjacent to Tankersley competition area)  
17:00 Drivers' Room available, hot & cold drinks provided 
17:00-19:30 Registration open at Paces Campus, S35 3HY (30 mins drive from Endcliffe Park) 
19:00 Main Hall available   
19:00-19:30 Arena (and walking route) available for viewing 

19:30 Registration for 5-a-side Football Tournament CLOSES 
20:00-21:00 Organised 5-a-side Football Tournament  
21:45 All competitors in Main Hall  

22:15 Lights Out 
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04:50 PP first leg runner call-up  

05:00 PP Relay Start  

06:30 DayBreak Relay Start  

06:45 Breakfast available in Arena  

08:00 Peter Palmer estimated winning time 

08:30 DayBreak estimated winning time  

09:00 Halls to be clear of belongings 

09:30 Prizegiving in Arena 

10:00 Depart  

 

Participating Teams 

SYO are delighted to welcome the following teams to the Peter Palmer Relays 2018: 

(in no particular order…)

Peter Palmer Relay (21 teams) DayBreak Relay (5 teams) 

EMJOS Electrons LOC Windemere GO Bananas 2 

BOK Rox LOC Coniston OD Octavian Droobers 

DEE No Deetour SUFFOC Juniors SYO Carpenter Bees 

HH Happy Hawks WCOC The Incredibles  SYO Honey Bees 

HH Happy Hares WCOC The Incredibles 2 WAOC Way Off Course 

CLOK WCOC The Incredibles 3  

LEI Leitining Fast WCOC The Incredibles 4  

GO Bananas 1 SYO Worker Bees  

SOS Handbags at Dawn SYO Bumble Bees  

SO Southdowns SYO Killer Bees  

OD Octavian Juniors   
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Travel Details: The Paces Campus is conveniently sited only a few minutes’ drive from the M1. Use J36 if 

travelling from the North, and J35 if travelling from the south- but J35A is closest for the map walk area (exit 

from south only). Access from Sheffield (the Endcliffe Park event) is via the A61. See the map above for 

approach routes, and locations of the Paces Campus, Sainsburys and Parkin Wood. Please observe the 

OOB marked. 

Parking: There is parking within the Paces Campus; a Main Car Park for cars, and then a smaller one for 

Campervans and Minibuses. Please park tightly as space is limited, and there are no marked bays. See the 

Paces Campus Layout Map on page 5 on for locations of these car parks. 

Shops: There is a small store (Sainsbury’s Local) very close (within walking distance) from the Paces 

Campus. Adjoining this store there is also the High Green Grill serving takeaway food. There are 

significantly more shops in Chapeltown – 5 minutes’ drive away.  

 

Addresses 

Overnight Accommodation – Paces 

Campus: NE end of Packhorse Lane, 

High Green, S35 3HY 

Map Walk Area – Parkin Wood: 

parking on Churchill Way, S35 2PY  

Sainsburys Local: 4 Wortley Road, 

High Green, Chapeltown, S35 4LU 

(Open 07:00-23:00)  

Saturday Afternoon Event – 

Endcliffe Park: parking on Riverdale 

Road, S10 3FB  

Location & Travel 
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Saturday Activities 

Saturday Afternoon Event 

For those able to arrive earlier on Saturday, there is an additional orienteering event at Endcliffe Park. It is 

the first of this season’s Saturday Series. As well as the schools courses White to Light Green within the 

park, there will also be longer courses that visit The Edge University Campus, offering a challenging urban 

orienteering section. Juniors £2, Adults £5. More details here on the SYO Website. 

Map Walk 

A map of Parkin Wood, which is adjacent to the competition area, is 

available to be downloaded (right), and can be used for a map walk or run 

on the Saturday afternoon. There are no controls hung. Park on Churchill 

Way (S35 2PY) which is a few minutes’ drive from the event centre. You 

must not walk through the competition area to reach Parkin Wood.  

The terrain is similar to the competition area but with more brambles – 

please do not be disheartened, the best is being saved for Sunday! The 

map is by the same mapper, so although not updated recently, competitors 

will be able to familiarise themselves with the mapping style.  

It is suggested that from the entrance to Parkin Wood, the main track is followed 

SE towards the far end of the wood (about 600m), as this part of the area offers 

the best examples of the local terrain (including bell pits). It will probably take 

around 30mins in total. 

Saturday Football Tournament 

We are delighted to have been able to hire 4 excellent 5-a-side 3G football pitches at SGPThorncliffe, a 

very short walk away from Paces (see Paces layout – page 5). This will be a free organised (but fun!) 

tournament, and will also include activities for the non-footballers in the teams. There are prizes to be won, 

so please encourage your teams to participate.  

Due to the nature of the artificial surface, flat sole are not permitted on the pitches. Players should ideally 

wear ‘moulded’ football boots – no metal studs. Alternatively, rubber-soled orienteering shoes (eg. Inov8 

Mudclaws etc.) could also be worn, and will not damage the surface. 

Please assemble at 19:30 at the entrance to the football for team registration (tournament runs from 20:00 - 

21:00). Multiple 5-a-side teams from clubs are encouraged. 

Team Declaration 

Upon arrival at the Paces Campus, Team Managers should report to the reception desk (see interior layout 

on next page). They will be asked to confirm their team details, state the eligibility of their team for the 

various Trophies, and notify the event team of any last-minute changes.  

Once declared, the Team Manager will be issued with an envelope, containing bibs, hire dibbers (where 

required), football tournament registration form, and any final instructions. Also available will be the 

Commentary biography sheets (these should be handed in completed to the reception), and safety pins for 

bibs.  

Inspection of the Arena 

The Arena will be available from 7pm on Saturday evening to pitch tents and inspect the layout. It is 

suggested that competitors (especially those on night legs) familiarise themselves with the layout of the 

arena on the Saturday evening. See details of Arena Layout on page 6. The walking route to the Arena will 

be taped, but not lit at night. 

Click to download the 

Parkin Wood Map 

Bell Pit examples 

https://www.southyorkshireorienteers.org.uk/events/event/712-saturday-series-1
https://www.southyorkshireorienteers.org.uk/images/Peter_Palmer_2018_Files/PPR2018_MapWalk_final.PDF
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Accommodation 

Competitors will be sleeping in 

the large Sports Hall – please 

bring sleeping bags and a mat. 

The Hall lights will be switched 

off between 22:15 and 07:00. It 

is suggested that all 

competitors bring a torch.  

Each team will be allocated a 

section of the Sports Hall floor. 

Early leg runners are requested 

to be as quiet as possible when 

getting ready in the morning, to 

enable later leg runners to 

continue sleeping. 

There is a separate Drivers’ 

room. Silence until 07:00 is 

requested. 

Noise: Please note that there is 

a residential accommodation 

facility, adjacent to the paved 

entrance to reception. For this 

reason, please keep noise to a 

minimum when entering and exiting 

the building, particularly early in the 

morning. 

Facilities & Food  

There are separate Male & Female 

Changing Rooms, which each have 

toilets and communal showers. 

On the Saturday evening, 

competitors can use a small 

kitchenette within the Drivers’ room 

to make hot and cold drinks (these 

will be provided free of charge). 

Within the Football building, there is 

a comfortable lounge area, available 

19:30 until 21:30. There is a café 

here selling burgers, hot dogs, chips 

& drinks. 

Breakfast 

Breakfast will be served from the 

Breakfast Tent situated in the Arena, to enable competitors to refuel and support their teams at the same 

time. Breakfast (included in the entry cost) will consist of cereal, breakfast pastries, bread & jams and some 

fruit. Hot drinks will also be available, but please try to bring your own reusable mug/flasks to save the 

environment! Competitors are also requested to fill their water bottles at the Paces Campus. Water will not 

be supplied at the finish. 

Paces Campus Layout 

Paces Interior Plan 
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Arena Layout 

The Arena is situated in the woods 500m walk 

from the sports centre.  Exit the sports centre to 

the North and follow the streamers and reflective 

bands.  The route crosses the run-though just 

before entering the Arena please give way to 

competitors.  The area along the route and 

around the Arena is out of bounds to competitors. 

The Arena includes the start and finish, PA and 

results display, first aid, breakfast tent and prize 

giving.  Due to access restrictions, we’ve been 

unable to provide toilets in the Arena 

There will be space for club tents near to the 

spectator control, and room for chairs (and 

spectators) alongside the run through.  Please 

position club tents towards the rear of the Arena 

to leave plenty of space for spectators near the 

run-through.  The Arena will be available from 

7pm on Saturday evening to pitch tents and 

inspect the layout.  Event officials will be on site 

throughout the night. 

It is hoped that competitors will base themselves 

in the Arena before and after their runs to support 

their team mates, contribute to the atmosphere 

and enjoy the excitement as the race unfolds. 

Course Layout 

Red, Light Green and Green Courses: These longer courses have 

double-sided maps with Part 1 on the front and Part 2 on the back, as 

illustrated by the example courses above (turn over map at control 5 in 

the example). 

The arena is shown on the map with purple hatching and the actual 

start, finish and changeover point is marked with a small purple dash. 

After the start you MUST follow the 200m taped route to the start kite 

(the purple triangle on the example course) 

The spectator control (controls 3 and 7 in the example) is visited twice 

by the longer courses and once by the shorter courses. After the 

spectator control you MUST run though the Arena. 

For clarity the finish symbol is shown close to the last control rather 

than at the actual finish position. You MUST follow the tapes 150m to 

the finish/changeover point.  

The incoming runner touches the outgoing runner before punching the 

finish control positioned in the finish lane to the right of the 

changeover. 

In the event of a sprint finish on the last leg, the winner is the first past 

the finish banner.  Please punch the final control in finishing order as 

directed by the finish official. 
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Start & Finish Procedures 

The Peter Palmer Relay starts in the dark at 05:00 and the DayBreak Relay starts at 06:30 (Sunrise). 

1st leg competitors will be called up 10 minutes before the start time, other legs should enter the waiting 

pen after their team has passed though the arena on the final loop. 

Bibs will be issued to team captains at team declaration. Safety pins will be provided if required. Bibs 

should be pinned to the front of race tops, and the number should be clearly visible throughout the race. 

The map issue point is at the rear of the Results Tent. There will be a bib, whistle and spare light (night legs 

only) check. SI cards will be Cleared and Checked, before competitors are issued with a sealed map.  

Control descriptions are on the map; there are no loose descriptions. Competitors must not remove the 

map seal until commencing their race, or leave the waiting pen after picking up their map. 

After completing the course incoming runners hand over to outgoing runners by touch and then punch the 

finish control before downloading at the Results Tent. Maps must be placed in the club bags in the finish 

lane. The bags can be collected by team managers after the last start. 

In the event of a sprint finish on the last leg, the winning team is the first to pass the finish flag as 

adjudicated by the finish official. Please punch the finish control in finishing order as directed by the finish 

official. 

There may be a couple of mini-mass starts for waiting competitors who are more than an hour behind the 

leading teams. It is expected that all competitors will start before 8.15am, and courses will close at 

10.00am. Teams involved in mini-mass starts will remain competitive. 

Commentary and Results 

The commentary team aim to describe the race as it progresses from the comfort of 

the PA tent opposite the finish. Please use the biography sheets provided for 

background on the team members and club. These can be downloaded (right) and 

emailed in advance, or hard copies collected and completed at team declaration on 

Saturday. 

Results will be displayed on monitors at the Results Tent. The spectator control and 

the final control will have radio links to give pre-warning to the commentary team and 

waiting competitors as the runners enter the Arena. 

Any queries about the results should be directed to the SI Team in the Results Tent. 

If you have an unresolved query or complaint, please speak to the event Organiser as soon as possible, to 

enable any issues to be resolved prior to the prizegiving. 

Map   

The map is printed at 1:7,500 scale with 5m contours. It was originally surveyed in 

2007 and updated in 2015 using the ISOM 2000 specification with minor updates in 

February and August of this year. There is no legend on the map. A previous map of 

the area can be seen on Routegadget. Please don’t bring the old map onto the 

competition area, or use it to discuss courses after the event has started. A copy of 

this previous map will be available to view on the Saturday evening near the 

reception area.  

Out of Bounds 

All of Tankersley Woods is Out of Bounds both before and during the competition, with the exception of the 

walking route to the Arena, which passes through the competition area. Competitors therefore are 

requested to keep to the taped route, and not to stray into the competition area. 

 

Click to view the old map 

Click to download 

the Biography sheet 

http://www.syo.routegadget.co.uk/rg2/#161
http://www.syo.routegadget.co.uk/kartat/149.jpg
https://www.southyorkshireorienteers.org.uk/images/Peter_Palmer_2018_Files/PPR2018_TeamDetailsBio.docx
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Terrain 

Tankersley Woods is largely natural woodland littered with the scars of an industry and wartime and with a 

dense network of tracks and paths of varying sizes. The area is gently sloping but with occasional steep 

slopes at old embankments, quarries and spoil heaps. Most of the pits are large in size and many are ‘bell 

pits’ with the pit located on top of a hill or rounded spur.   

The area is mostly runnable with some scattered brambles mostly marked on the map. Any areas of 

undergrowth marked on the map are best avoided. The paths are generally well defined but there are 

inevitably one or two minor indistinct paths not shown on the map.  

There is an L-shaped grassed area on the hill to the west of the area that is used as a landing strip for a 

local model airplane club this is marked as out of bounds on the map and must not be crossed.  

Courses 

The compact area and central arena location offer both challenges and opportunities for course planning.  

The courses loop through the arena several times enabling spectators to watch the race progress and 

ensuring that novice competitors are never too far away from the finish, but this has required the use of 

double sided maps and complex course layouts.  Please ensure that all competitors have seen and 

understood the course layout diagrams and instructions in the final details and posted in the arena. 

The courses are designed to accommodate a wide range of abilities, the paths will offer reassurance to 

novice competitors but the more experienced should gain time with judicious use of contours and cutting 

corners.  To discourage following, the longer courses are ‘gaffled’ so teams may not be running the same 

course at the same time, but the variations are balanced to ensure genuine head to head racing. 

Yellow Course: this has textual control descriptions and uses ‘sad face’ signs on some tracks and paths to 

warn competitors if they are going the wrong way.  Competitors on other courses should ignore these 

signs. 

Course Details 

Course Distance Climb Difficulty Map Spectator Controls 
Yellow 2.4km 45m TD2 Single sided 60% 

Orange 3.5km 75m TD3 Single sided 50% 

Red 5.4km 130m TD3 Double sided 40% and 80% 

Light Green 4.4km 130m TD4 Double sided 40% and 80% 

Green 6.1km 185m TD4/5 Double sided 30% and 60% 
 

Peter Palmer Relay Details 

Lap Course Estimated Leader’s Start Lighting Notes 
1 Red 05:00 Night Headlight and spare torch required 

2 Red 05:35 Night/Dawn Headlight and spare torch required 

3 Light Green 06:10 Dawn/Day May need a headlight to read map in 
woods 

4 Orange 06:45 Day   

5 Yellow 07:05 Day Up to three runners start together 

6 Green 07:20 Day First finishers expected around 8.00am 
 

DayBreak Relay Details 

Lap Course Estimated Leader’s Start Lighting Notes 
1 Red 06:30 Sunrise May need a headlight to read map in woods 

2 Orange 07:10 Day   

3 Yellow 07:35 Day Up to three runners start together 

4 Red 07:50 Day First finishers expected around 8.30am 
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Safety 

A comprehensive risk assessment will have been carried out by the organiser, but participants take part at 

their own risk and are responsible for their own safety during the event.  

Team Managers remain responsible for their team members throughout the competition, and should have 

obtained all necessary medical details and consent forms. 

All competitors must carry a whistle.  First and second legs on the Peter Palmer relay must carry a spare 

light unless starting after 6:30am.  Waterproof, hooded cagoules may be required in the event of bad 

weather. 

The arena is in the centre of the area. The area is relatively small and bounded on all sides by public roads 

or fenced private land (mostly industrial estates), so competitors are never more than 1km away from the 

arena.  Any competitor who is seriously lost or distressed should ask a fellow competitor or event official 

wearing a yellow high-vis jacket for help. In the event of injury, give 6 short blasts on your whistle. 

There are several old fenced enclosures near the open land to the west of the area that are in various 

states of disrepair, some topped with barbed wire. The courses are planned so that the mapped gaps and 

crossing points offer the fastest routes and it is recommended that fences are not climbed. 

There is one large ‘crag’ in the area close to the arena, this will be taped using black & yellow tapes. There 

is also evidence of recent unauthorised ditch digging in parts of the area to enable removal of old industrial 

cabling. These ditches are not mapped, and are at points rather deep, although not very wide, and so 

easily crossed. Known ditches will be marked intermittently with posts and black & yellow streamers, but 

there may be additional ditches which have not been identified, so competitors should take care. 

Parts of the area are used for horse riding and model aircraft flying, in the unlikely event that you encounter 

either early on Sunday morning please give them a wide berth. Please be aware the woods are also used 

by dog walkers. There are notices at entrances to the woods warning of the event. 

First Aid & Hospitals 

A First Aid kit and qualified SYO First Aider will be available in the Arena (ask at Results/Map Issue tent). A 

First Aid kit will also be available at the Paces Campus. Details of the nearest A&E department are as 

follows: 

Under 16s – Sheffield Children’s Hospital: Clarkson St, Sheffield S10 2TQ   (20 mins drive) 

16 and Over – Northern General Hospital: Herries Rd, Sheffield S5 7AU   (15 mins drive) 

Local maps will be available in the Results/Map Issue tent. 

Supervising Adults 

Please note that each junior team should be supervised by at least 2 adults (with the exception of 

a DayBreak team where it is recognised that this may not be possible for a team of 4 juniors travelling with 

1 adult in a single car)     

Electronic Punching 

SportIdent Punching will be used for this event. Controls will not be Air enabled, although SIACs may still 

be used, but competitors must punch each control in the usual manner. 

Should a control fail to register (beep and/or flash), competitors should use the pin punch provided to clip 

the edge of their map. Any failed controls should be reported to the Results Team upon downloading. 

Competition Rules 

Full details for the Peter Palmer Relay can be found here. The same rules (except for adjustment for course 

details & number of runners) will also apply to the DayBreak Relay.  

https://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/document/8210c275536c514c56abfb9f201d7df5/Competition%20Rule%20M%202014peterpalmerjtr.pdf
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Photography 

Rob Lines has very kindly agreed to take photographs of the competition. These will be available for 

viewing following the event – a link will be posted on the event page on the SYO website. Please credit him 

if you use these photos in any way (websites, news articles, social media etc.) 

SYO has an agreed policy on the taking of photographs at events, based on national guidance. This 

provides a sensible balance between the benefits and risks associated with the taking and use of images. If 

you are unsure about acceptable practice, please speak to the event organiser. Read the SYO 

Photography Policy.  

Prizegiving 

This will be held at 09:30 in the Arena. We would like to encourage all teams to attend. Prizes will be 

awarded to the top 3 teams in the Peter Palmer, Joan George, Norwich Trophy, and DayBreak Relay, with 

trophies/awards going to the winners in each of these 4 categories. 

There will also be Spot Prizes given out at various points in the prizegiving. Winners will be selected at 

random, but there will be at least one winner from each team – but winners must be present to collect their 

prize. 

In addition to receiving the trophy, the winners of the Peter Palmer Relay will also receive 

free team entry and accommodation to the 10 Mila Ungdomskavlen Relay 2019 - this 

prestigious prize will be personally presented by Göran Reinholdsson, of the Tio Mila 

central organising team.  

Also presenting prizes is Alice Rigby – a former junior GB athlete who 

competed at JWOC 2016 in Switzerland and 2017 in Finland. She is now 

studying at Sheffield University and Captain of SHUOC (the University 

Orienteering & Fell Running Club).  

Officials 

Organiser: Jacky Dakin - 

Email pp18organiser@gmail.com  

Planner: Nick Lightfoot 

Controller: Ranald Macdonald (DVO) 

SI Manager: Pete Tryner 

Football Tournament Coordinator: Paul Taylor 

Commentary: Nick Lightfoot and team
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.  
We would like to reduce the impact of this event on the environment. Please 

help us by bringing your own Waterbottle. Also try to bring your own reusable 

mug/flask for hot drinks, rather than using disposable cups. 

Thank you for your support! 

https://www.southyorkshireorienteers.org.uk/images/Peter_Palmer_2018_Files/photography_policy.pdf
https://www.southyorkshireorienteers.org.uk/images/Peter_Palmer_2018_Files/photography_policy.pdf
https://10mila.se/index.php/en/
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